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The species of Kpidendrum described below appears 
to be without close allies in the Central American Horn. 


Superficial iy it suggests the rare Kpidendrum vnijn 
Reichb.f. and in its vegetative structure resembles K. 


bisuleatum Ames and K. lirenesii Scbltr. From K. lire- 

nesii it differs conspicuously in having a very dissimilar 
lahellum. 

Epidendrum comayaguense Ames , sp. //or. 

Caules perlongi, laxe ramosi. Folia valde coriaeea, ovato- 
elliptica vel oblongo-lanceolata, acuta, plus minusve eon- 
gesta. Racemi terminales, perbreves, plus minusve quin- 
queflori; pedunculus infra Hores valde complanatus. Se- 
pala lateralia eoncaviuscula,ovato-lanceolata, acuminata, 
acuta. Sepalum dorsale lanceolatum. Petala lineari-lan- 
ceolata. Labellum simplex, suborbiculare, marline bre- 
viter et irrej>u lari ter fimbriato. C'olumna brevissima, 
carnosissima, antice valde excavata. 

Roots coarse, spreading, white, smooth. Stems e- 
lonmited, dm. or more lon^, stra^linj;, with numerous 


short branches which areentirelv covered bv riirid tubu- 
lar sheaths and bearing near the ends two to four leaves 
and a terminal dense abbreviated raceme of dull purple 
flowers. Branches from 3-15 cm. lorur, the older ones 
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devoid of leaves and sometimes terminated bv the rigid 

* ^ 

remains of the rachis of a raceme. Leaves crowded, coria¬ 
ceous. 4-10 cm. long, up to *2..5 cm. wide, elliptic-ovate 
or oblong-lanceolate, tapering gradually to a subacute 
apex,the terminal one exceeding the raceme. Leaf-sheaths 
somewhat eomplanate, 1.5-# cm. long. Inflorescence#-.) 


cm. long, from the axil of a terminal leaf. Peduncle below 
the 

winged. Hracts of the inflorescence 1 -1.5 cm. long.linear- 


flowers conspicuously eomplanate and slight I \ 


lanceolate, acute. Pedicel and ovary 1.5 cm. long, rigid. 
Flowers three to nine, very fleshy. Lateral sepals about 

*2 cm. long, \) mm. wide, strongly concave, porrect, asym 
metrically ovate-lanceolate, acuminate, acute, with the 
median nerve lightly carinate. Dorsal sepal 1.8 cm. long, 
about 7 mm. wide, slightly concave, lanceolate, acumi¬ 
nate, acute. Petals 1.7 cm. long. # mm. wide, linear- 

lanceolate. acute, margin entire or minutelv scabrid. 

* •• 

La helium up to *2.5 cm. long. *2 cm. or more wide, sim¬ 
ple. suborbicular. deflexed, verv finelv and irregularlv 
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fimbriate on the margin. Disc smooth, ecallose. Column 
extraordinarily fleshy, deeply excavated in front with the 
lateral walls stronglv thickened and rounded at the cn- 
t ranee to the excavation : stigma concealed : androclinium 
entire, with the margin forming an almost perfect circle: 
pollinia four, completely filling the androclinium. 


Rkim ii Lie of Hommras, Department of Comay ay ua, M inns de ()ro. 
Kpiphvte in open mountain forest at 4,000 feet altitude. Sepals and 
petals dirt \ lavender with bright lavender veinin^, lip and column very 
dark, dull lavender, December i.l, l!kS^. ./, />. Eihcnrds •>•{•>. ( I n pi: 
in Herb. Ames No. .400 

I llcstkation : Plant drawn natural size. 1, labellum much 
larked. column much enlarged. 
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